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Talking Points for the President*s 
Meeting with Dobrynin 
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1. X£ available,' the full tent of the speech might be given, 
to Dobrynin to read before his appointment. (W e must recall 
that he is not quite as perfect in oral English as ne makes 

out.) 

2. " If. text is not thus given, the Iresrdent might begin by- 
summarizing the key points in the speech. 

3. The President might then emphasize the seriousness of ^ 
this action. We might have been prepared to go fur^ner ouu 

for two factors: ■ - 

♦ 

a. The major military threat to cur^ forces in 
northern South Vietnam, and the fact that major supplies 
and reinforcements have been moving from i_ha ho^th. 
into these 2 reas. u~ 


%$■ 

■De&g &&&*£*** 

/-30Kb; 

to IXO&f 


J 


' b. Hanoi’s apparent rejection of^our assumption that 
there would be no taking advantage if we stopped tr.e 
bombing altogether. The present action gives an oppor-. 
tunity for Hanoi to show tne kind Oj. thinlj i»no.u mignu 
happen, and thus to give us a basis for making such an 
assumption at seme time' in the future. 
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4. Above all, this unilateral act on our part provides an 
occasion^ for the Soviets to move, iney ho.ve 3ssi>--u^.a^ .eavy 
responsibility for what his happening in Vietnam Dy therr^ 
major supplies of sophisticated equipment in the p=.st yea*.. 
Moreover, they have been unable or unwilling to ta.ee zny 
acticn toward peace, at. least since Kosygin’s Hanoi v^sii. 
in February 1967. They must understand that we are going to 
stand firm in South Vietnam — that we do not seek a military 
solution but equally will not permit North Vietnam to achieve 
one. The only, reasonable answer is to move toward paace. . 
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